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Introduction

In 2003, director Jon Favreau and actor Will Ferrell intro-
duced the world to an unlikely new Christmas hero in the
movie ELf. A contemporary fable for a weary post-9/11 world,
this comic film charmed dudiences and crifics alike, and
Buddy the ELf soon became the unofficial mascot for the
holiday season in 21st Century America,

Gangly, good-hearted, wide-eyed Buddy, played to childlike
erfection by Saturday Night Live alumnils Ferrell, reminds us
hat there is”still roof for magic in our world o{L- social me-

dia and Black Friday sales omg that the most precious qift of

all is the love of famitv.

In 2010, the story took on a new dimension as it was adapted
into a rollicking’seasonal musical for the stage by the creators
of The Drowsy Chaperone, The Wedding Singer, Anikie and Hair-
spray. ELf: The Musical broke Broac&waz box oﬁfice records and
touréd the country before being snatched up by regional the-
abres across America, Like the Arkkansas Reper&orv Theatre.,

Now i 2014, Buddy the Eti is a familiar part of the holiday
theatre season, aloRgside the Whos of How the Grinch Stole
Christmas and the leg lamp of A Christmas Story (both movies
have also been transformed into popular stage usicals in the
past few years).

We are proud to bring you this wonderful show for the whole
amily Ehat is sure to’sét your fect to tapping and your heart

o s0dring as you cetebra\ge this festive time of yeal with your
family, friends and neighbors.

Dont be a CoEEom-Headed—Ni_nhTMus3&»\5. Transform your “Ho
hums” and “Humbugs” into “Ho HE Hos™

Come sing a “SPark‘tejoLLjEthk‘Lejihgtej" Christmas song with
The &epf

-Robert Neblett, Dramaturg

Special Note for Educators:

hroughout this Study Guide you will find words, names and phrases in
this . These items are key terms and phrases to understanding the
world and context of ELf in greater detail. We encourage you to Ldeh&i.fj
these items as vocabulary terms and as sugqestions for further research

and study among your students, both before and after you attend the per-
formance’ at The Rep.




Syhopsis
ACT I

Lights come up on the North Pole as Santa beqgins to read us a

story about Buddy the ELf. Though he’s bigger than all the other
elvesd, its clear thit Buddy’s favorite place is "Christmastown.” At the
workshop, Buddy is shockied to Llearn that he is actually a human
who crawled ko Santa’s sack many years ago. Santa iforms Bud-
dy that his real father, Walkter Hobbs; (?Lves i a for off place known
a? New York City, Buddy sets off to find his father, cohfident that
Walter is the “World’s Greatest Dad.

In New York, book Fu.bi.i.sher Walker is so busy with work that he has
forgotten o date hed made to 9o Christmas shopping with his wife
Emily and son Michael, (*In The Way”) Buddy shows up and stuns
the Hobbs family by announcing o PRI < Walker’s Llong-Llost son.
Walter calls secu,rizj and has Buddy removed from the building.
Unsure where to take a guy dressed as an elf, the security guards
take Buddy to Macys.

At the department store, Bu,dduj meebks Jovie, a ho-nonsense Macy'’s
elf who hates Christmas. Buddy is smitten but Jovie is less than
impressed. When the other emp?ovees beqin to half-heartedly dec-
orate the store, Buddy convinces them that they need to mdke ev-
erything Look much nwiore “Spark'te\jottv&wimk*teji gley” With the store
decorated and ready for Santa, Buddy finally qets up the courage

to ask Jovie out on’a date. Jovie reluctantlyagrees.

The next day, Buddy starts an alkercation with the Macys Santa
and the police take’him to the Hobbs apartment. While there, Budd
convinces Emily and Michael to write a lebter ko Santa. (“"I'll Be-
Lieve in You”) 'Hr\e. next moriing, everyone is stunned to find out
that Buddy actually is Walter’s son. (“12\ The Way (J?.epri.se)")

Walter is forced to take Buddy to work with him. Buddy is so
thrilled to get to spend the ciaj with his dad that he btells the en-
tire staff how he plans to grow’up and be “Just Like Him.” Walker's
boss Mr. Grreenway shows up and demands that Walter come up with
a blockbuster chi?c\.rev\’s book b~j Christmas Eve or his o\mjs ob' the
company are numbered.

Later that night, Buddy takes Jovie skating ot Rockefeller Center.
Jovie adwmits that she does have a Little Cariskmas spirit, Thrilled
Buddy convinces her that all she needs to do is spread it around

singing "A Christmas Song” As the song ends, Jovie and Buddy
share Ehelr first kiss under the Rockefeller Christmas Tree,

Buddy heads back to Walkers office to tell his father that he’s in
love, ?)u.& while there he inadvertently destroys the manuscript that
was going to save Walter’s job. Furicis, Waltet throws Buddy out,
claiming he never wants ko see him again. Sad and afraid,”Budd
ends up on the streets of New York without a friend in the worl.a.
(“*Worlds Greatest Dad” Qaprise)”)
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It’s Christmas Eve and Buddy ends up in a Chinese restaurant with a
bunch of oub-of-work Santas: Buddy s surprised to leari how Little re-
spect Santa seems to get these days! ("Nobody Cares About Santa”) The
Santas convince Buddy to try and make up with his father. Buddy agrees
ko try but suddenly remembers he was supposed to have a date with Jovie
Ehak iright.

Outside the restaurant, a furious Jovie waits for Buddy, ("Never Fall in
Love (With an EL£)") Buddy shows up fun of apologies but Jovie is fed

up and tells Budd?\ ks over, At the Hobbs apartment, Michael sees Sanka’s
sleigh zoom past the window. After Emily sees it as well, they are sure be-
yond a shadow of a doubt that “There Is'a Santa Claus!”

Meanwhile Walter and his staff are nervously awaiting the arrival of their
boss, Mr. Grreenway. Emily and Michael show up looking for Walker, but
before they can explain Ghat’s happened, Mr. Greenway arrives ko hear the
book ideal Just as it becomes clear that Walter has nothing to pitch Gre-
enway, Buddy QPEears and saves the day. ("The Story of Buddy the ELf")
Buddy learns thal Emily and Michael have seen Sanka, which can onl
meai that there was trouble with the sleigh. They rush off to find him,

In Central Park, Santa bries to get his sleigh to fly. ("Nobody Cares About
Santa (Reprise)”) Buddy and Santa reunite and Buddy promises to raise
enough Christmas spiriz to make Santa’s sleigh fly agaiin. He finds a
crowg but cant rally them into believing. Suddenly Jovie appears and with
the help of the Hobbs family, Santa’s sleigh is soon on its way again. ("A
Christmas Song (Reprise)")

The show ends with everyone celebrating Christmas at the North Pole. ("Fi-
nale”)

Synopsis taken from the CD Booklet for the Broadway Cast Recording of “ELf: The Musical.
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Characters

Buddy: A human orphan taken i by Santa and the elves at the North Pole and
raisezz as an elf. When he discovers that he is human, he journeys ko New York Cit
to find his biological father. Buddy is overwhelmingly optimistic and full of ener=-
33, which sets him apart from the jaded inhabitants 6f Manhattan who he encounters
along his adventure. His Christmas spirit is infectious.

Jovie: An elf/sales clerk ab Macy’s department store it New York City who becomes
the object of Buddy’s romantic affections. A native of Southerin California, she is
disenchanted with the holidays in the city and sets her expectations as low as pos-
sible to avoid disappointment. Buddy reawakens a spirit oi hope inside of her.

Walker Hobbs: An editor at Greenway books who is Buddy’s father. He is on Santa’s
Naughty List and is a pragmatist who is first and foremost concerned with the bot-
tom Like ot his job. He has Lost touch with his family and the Christmas spirit until
Buddy enters his Life.

Emily Hobbs: Walter’s wife who is dedicated to healing the emotional wounds that
separate her and Michael from Walker’s affections. She believes in the power of fami-
ly and ultimately opens her heart and home to Buddy,

Michael Hobbs: Walkers 12-year-old son who has become disillusioned by his distant
father and wants something more emotionally substantial than mere material pos-
sessions for Christmas - he wants his family ‘20 be whole again.

Deb: Walter’s good-natured secretary at Greenway Books,

Sam: One of Walter’s employees.

Chadwick and Matthews: Two of Walters employees who attempt to pitch ideas for
Christmas books, which all turi out to be horrible.

Manager: Oversees the toy department/North Pole ab Macy’s. He is grouchy and fo-
cused on pleasing his Macy’s bosses “up north.”

Mr. Greenway: Owhner of the publishing house where Walker works. He is a gruff el-
derly businessman,

Charlotte Dennon: News reporter for television station New York 1 who reports on
the "UF0” that has crashed in Central Park.

Samta Claus: Numero Uno jou.j guy abt the North Pole.

Security Guards, Employees at Walter’s Office, Fake Santas, Various salespeople and
customers at Macy’s, Policemen




Film

re-proddction the film ELf was
ma l;, reLeasg& ove.m e 2003
mf David Berenba
om ciwe tlown ; :Joh avreau Iroh
Man, Iron Man . It starred
il herrett i his urs osE—So&ur—

d Lf’_ :.ve role James
(..QZM he & d{a her as Na
Zooey DesckM\e (The New thﬁ as

After 10 years of deveto[an?ev& nd

:)ovu A kansas nakive Mary Steen-
2 Who&s Eak w\q_ GLtEZr Grare)
EZ Aswner (The Mm‘
Moore as Som&a and B b

whart S’T ob Newhart Show
‘Papa el

The film opehed ak No. 2 abt the Unib-
ed States B ice and wenk on ko
gross more Hnam $220 million world-
wide,

It received reLaEweL; ioworabl.e re—-
views from crikics a aud cem:es or
iks 3ood—ho&ure u.mor and sc, Lve
messaqge. F?erreti.s childlike E or-
anece co&a[au, LE to an a LQ.VLC?.
avor«.&e aWn 2 is how a regular
Je tn L.kns&ma ciecorahov\s and
oli ay television offerings.

w1l L 1 FERRELI

MOVEMEBER 2003

TV

On December 16, 2014,
NBC will air a new
stop-motion animated
special entitled “ELf:

u.cid s Musical Christ-
mas” gased on the orig-
tmal film and on the
Broadway musical, fea-
turing sohgs from the
stage show. Buddy will
be voiced by Jim Par-
sons, who i best known
as Sheldon from The

Big Bang Theory




Musical Adaptation

Seven years after the original movie’s premiere, in November 2010, ELf: The Musi-
cal opened on Broadway at the Al Hirschfeld Theatre. It starred Cheers’s George
Wendt as Sanka Claus, Skephen Arcelus as Buddy, Amy Spanqger as Jovie, Mark
Jacoby as Harry, and Bebth Leavel as Emily, It was directed by Casey Nicholaw,
with & book by Thomas Meehan and Bob Martin, music by Matthew S‘L‘Lar, and Lyr-

ies by Chad Bequelin,

Differences Between Film and Musical

!!gt/

Papa ELfs (Bob Newhart) role as the film's narrator is replaced by Santa
Llaus onstage.

Buddy does get a job in the mailroom at the publishing house.
The showball fight that endears Michael to Buddy is replaced by a
sclence Frojec& onstage.

I!!t’

l!g;

The role of temperamental author Mmiles Finch (played by Peter
Dinklage), whom Buddy mistakes as an elf, is exc uded'j.

!!!:7

The musical does not reference the apocalyptic Central Park Rangers,
who chase Santa’s sleigh in the movie.

ELf was nominated for a Drama Desk Award in 2011 and received gev\era\LL? positive
reviews from New York theatre critics. The Broadway cast recording was released in
November 2011,

In 2012, a Broadway revival of the musical was mounted, which included a hew open-
ing number (“H“PPj ALL the Time” repto«:ed “Christmastown”) and other changes to the
scrip&.




Who’s Who

Thomas Mechan co-wrote the book for EL4:
The Musical with Bob Martin., Meehan has
won three Tony Awards and is most famous
for writing the book for the smash hit mu-
sical Annie in 1977 Other works include
screenplays for Spaceballs and One Magic
Christmas; as well as the book for stage
musical versions of The Producers, Hair-
spray, Cry-Baby, Young Frankenstein, and
ock’\j.

Bob Martin co-wrote and starred in the 2006
Broadway musical The Drowsy Chaperone, for
which he'won a Tony Award ?or Best Book of

o Musical. Martin is one of the creators of the
television cullk hit Slings & Arrows (2003-06),
which chronicles the hilarious and heartbreak-
ing exploits of a Canadian Shakespeare Theatre
Festival fighting against the odds to survive.

The composer of ELf, Matthew Siklar, is a
Tony-nominated musician who also created
the Score for the Broadway production of
The Wedding Singer (2006? and the dance
arrangements for the stage version of Shrek:
The Musical (200%), He is the recipient of the
ASCA? Richard Rodgers New Horizons Award,
the Gilman & Gonzalez-Falla Musical
Theater Award and the Jonathan Larson Per-
forming Arts Foundation Award.

ELf's Lyricist, Chad Beguelin, most recentl
was nominated in 2014 for a Tony Award
for writing the book and additioral Lyr-
tes ko Disney’s Aladdin on Broadway, Other
works for the stage include The Wedding
Singer (lyrics and co-boolk) and Disney’s On
the Record (book). Bequelin has also ve-

ceived nominations for Drama Desk Awards, Beguelin, from Left,
as well as the Jonathan Larson Performing and Sklar ot the
Arts Foundation Award, the Gilman & Gon- Bfoadwaz premiere of
zalez-Falla Award, and the £Edward Kleban ELf TRe Musical

Award for Qutstanding Lyric Writing,




Fun Facts

FILM

The role of Buddy was originally offered
to Jim Carrey.

L TRZ

Buddy’s costume in the film was originally
desighed to resemble that of misfit elf/
dentist Hermey from the 1964 Rankin-Bass
stop-motion version of Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer.

Ly §R%

Direcktor Jon Favreauw appears th a cameo
as the pediatrician who performs Bud-
dy’s DNA test, as well as the voice of the
sEoF—moEioh Narwhal at the North Pole.,

L8 ¥%

No computer-generated imagery (C&GI)
was used i the film, oubside o?: a few
show effects, Stop-motion animation and
forced perspective are used to achieve all
of ks visual Ericies,

L8 Y%

Actor Peter BittinasLe-j, most famous for his
ortrayal of Ralphie th the 19%3 movie A
Christwas Story, a pears i an uncredited role
th an elf naméd Ag’uhg Ming in Santa’s work-
shop.

L8 §%

The cotton balls thak Budd.:j swallows re[peo&—-
edly in the doctor’s waiting room were made
of &otton candy,

L ¥R%

L Y%

The brief TV news clip showing Buddy walk-
ing in Central Park §us& be{ore Buddy’s dad
and brother find him), and the still picture of
Buddy in the hews clip, closely mimic the fa-
Mmous 1967 film of an alleged Bigfoot (“Patty”)
taken by Roger Patterson and Robert Gimlid,

L Y%

Crimmbels Department Store closed in 19%7.

MUSICAL

& The ﬁroduc&i,oh broke the weekly box office record for the AL Hirschfeld
¢ Theatre three times during iks Limited runs in the 2010 and 2012 holi-
day seasomns,

« The actor who originated the role of Buddy on Broadway, Stephen
5 Arcelus, is descended from the Romanovs, %he Russian royal family that
¥ was violently overthrown in the Russian Revolution,




History of Santa Claus ~ m%

4-th Cen&uwj

Santa Claus as we khow him Eodav is a rel-
abively recent evei.o mem& in Chriskmas tra-
ditioWs, not reackm his most familiar char-
acteristics until Eke blication of Clement C,
Moore’s poem “A Visi :from Sk, Nicholas” (be&&er
khowh as “Twas the Night Before Christmas”)
i 1%¥23,

Samta Clauss origins trace back to the 4th
Century Greek C ns&mn ‘Sm.tr\& Nicholas, who
Lived ?\ what is modern-da Tu.rk*e Accord-
ing to legend, Nicholas i.em‘?\ ocor
man who coui A not afford a owr {; r his
three daughters, so he secretl 4 thred bags o
money through the man’s window in Eha mid-
dle o? the w, ht to cover these exgehses An
ibdrvaid ot of this story (which has cor-
relations to moderin Christmds Eradchohs) is
of Nicholas dropping the money down a chim-
ney, where it lands th one of &Re daughter’s
stotlings, which is drying by the fire.,

One of the reasons Nicholas is associated wikth
the Christmas season is that his feast da
occurs on December 6. Madcevod. radikios
mam&am that British nuns would cmo mous-
y donate food and ci.of:hm to the r each
em‘ on this date in celebrafion o fE e saink.
2:.&«\&21%1.&&5 would deliver presem s ol the eve-

ning before the feast of St Nicholas.

In 16th Century England, a rejection

named Fabher Christmas durin

of Catholic valties and symbols re-
sulted in the creation of“a character

the

16k
Ceh&urj

separation from ¢

reign of King Henr

VIIIL A further
tholic Eradition saw

the celebration of this fiqure coincid-
thg with Christmas feasts of December
26t rather than the Feast of Sk Nich-
olas earuer in the month, Portrayed
as a large man in fur-lined greeh or
red robes, he assumed characteristics

of Christmas e sellf

ohin Leech’and Thomas

of the Greek god of wine and
Dionysus during this Penod The Gho
rom Charles
Dickens’ 1¥43 novel A Christwmas Car-
ol is poatterned after Father Christmas,
articularly as depu:&ed b ni.Lu.s&ro&ors

revelr




oth CENTURY

Bebween 1920 and 1942, fahf:asy aubthor I R. R. Tolkien (The Hobbit and The Lord of
the Rings) wrote a series of illustrated letters to his children from Father Christ-
mas that depicted Father Christmas’s adventures at the North Pole. These escapades
often featured the character of the North Polar Bear, a clumsy but well-intentioned
companion, as well as battles against Goblins, Some critics consider Tolkien’s de-
piction of Father Christmas to be an early character sketch for the wizard Gan-

dalf,

In 1947 20th Century Fox released Miracle on 34th Streel, starring Maureen 0’Hara,
an ¥-year-old Natalie Wood, and Edmund Gwenin, The film was a moderin fable
about the power of faith i a cynical modern world and featured Guwenn as Kris
Kringle, who insists that he is the real Santa Claus, despite the skepticism of the
world around him, including Wood’s juvenile character, He is subsequently institu-
tionalized and placed on trial, to be exonerated when the U. S. Post 0ffice delivers
thousands of letters from its dead letter office to the courtroom, all addressed to
“Santa Claus!

Beginning in 1955 with an accidentally misprinted phone number in a Sears adver-
tisement, the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) has provided
“tracking information” for Santa’s journey around the globe from the North Pole,
using telephone hotlines, newspapers, radio and television broadcasts, and the in-
ternet as resources to inform the world’s children of Sk, Nick's progress.

In 197%, the Children’s Television Workshop produced Christmas Eve on Sesame
Sktreet, i which the character of Big Bird is Eeased by Oscar the Grouch into doubt-
g Santa’s existence. Questioning how Santa can visit all the world’s children in a
single night and how he can it down tiny chimneys (and baffled by the fact that
most urban households do nobk even have chimne s%, a distraught Big Bird spemds
the night o a snowy rooftop waiting for Santa ko arrive, while his ?ri,ends des-

erately search for Kim on Sesame Street below. Kermit the Frog, in reporter mode,
asks the children of the neighborhood if they have any answers to Big Birds ques-
tions. In a hod to 0. Henry’s short story “The ‘Gift of the Magi, Bert and Ernie sell
beloved possessions to Mr. Hooper so tiat each can afford a Christmas present for
the other.




Q& A with Ethan Paulini

Actor Ebhan Paulini will be performing bthe role of Buddy the ELf in The
fieg's Produ,d:iom Lo Ef ) NeebP f s f ’ fu
qu sk

lebt took a

w moments to askb him some
tons about the show and his role o-f L

playing the loveable character!

Why do you think ELF (the film) has
become 3uch a contemporary hotidaj
classic?

Every generation seems to have a clas-
sic Christmas film, Films Llike Its a
Wonderful Life, A Christmas Story and
now ELf I think ELf came out abt”a kime
when people wanted to laugh, The idea
of family and togetherness is a com-
mon theme for the holiday season, but
I think that combined wa&?\ the out and
oul, over-the-top comedy of ELf real-
ly resonated with audierces, Laughing
makes people feel good and people
want to feel good at Christmas.

How would you describe the bLEQSE dif-
ferences between the film omd% e musi-
cal version of EL£?

Well, singing and dancing for one thing.
There are slight variations in the stor

to support a musical number or a slight-
ly modified comedic bit. The origina
story is there and many iconic moments
are fepresented on stage, but it also
explores the relationships between these
characters slightly differently, especial-
ly the family, They all have o different
experience while Erying to accept this
30-year-old, 62" tdll grown up who
things he is ohe of Santa’s elves.

What do you think the ultimate message
of the plece is?

There is a lyric i the song "The Story
of Bu.ddv the EL{" that I sing with my
father - “maybe the point of the story

is its never foo late ko qrow! The bedu-
by of this Line is that I dont think it
means growing in a traditional sense. I
think it is more about that willingness
to change and evolve as a person, Bud-
dy doesnt apologize for who he is and
ro?&her than caving in to the pressures to
conform, he makes others rediscover the




LY ¥R
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L8 ¥4

child tnside them. He pushes them to
i many ways be themselves.

Is there a Llittle bit of Bu.ciciv i you?

Absotul‘:elv. I would like to hope I am
a bit wmore mature and aware, but I do
likke to think I have maintained some
of the youthful optimism that Buddy
has i spacies.

How do you prepare for a role like
Buddy? What do you hcfe to briw:) to
ik that no one else can?

I think this is a role, more than some
others, thak is about building up m
stamina. I am onstage for virtuall

the entire show, so for me it’s abou?ﬁ
staying healbthy. I have been exercis-
ing; trying to eat right and get plenty
of sle€p. As far as the actual role, of
course, I waktched the movie, I defi-
nitely want to make Buddy my own

so I am brying to find a Wa B bring s
what Will Ferrell brought mr?uauj but &
I also want to put my own stamp on
the role. We just sf:an:ged rehearsals, so
I am still finding that balance. One of
the great things about Arkansas Rep-
ertory Theatre is that they arent inter-
ested’in carbon copies of replicating
a particular production or movie, so
that gives me the freedom to bring all
of my own ideas about who Buddy is
and dhere is comedy comes from! I
hope to bring a sense of authenticit

to him, The comedy comes from his
earnestiness, he doésnt try to be or
even realize he is being flnny, and I
Like to think as a comedic actor that
is something I understand and do
well,

You've played wmany roles ownstaqe at
The Rep. Do you have any favorites?
How would you describ-zr{_ifzfzte Rock
audiences, fompared to other audi-
ences around the COMV\ET“:}?

2
»
L

This is the toughest c}u,eski.ov\. I have
Lloved them all for dfferent reasons.
I gained a Lot from each and ever
experience in both personal and prd-
fessional ways. I suppose The Full
Monby will a?wavs hold a special place
for me since ik was my first show here.

¥ were growing up an

The rehearsal process for my most re
cent show, Compleat Wiks of Willm Shie-
spr ARRIDGED was special because the
rocess was S0 Persouat. Nicole Capri
E’our director, and the director of £L§)
reo\ufj allowed us and encouraged
us ko'bring ourselves to the char-
acters, That is not only so rare, buk
also malkes it a Lot of fun, For me, I
?uess each experience boils down to
he peo le and each show has provid-
ed we the op ortunity ko worlk with
such remarlmgi.e collaborators that
ik is nearly impossible ko narrow it
dowh to jast a couple of memorable
moments, The audiences here are so
generous. It takes a Lot of enerqy to
get oub there and do this sort ot work
and the audiences here give it bacl.
It makes it that much more rewarding
for us to do our jobs.

What was your favorite Christmas
movie or Eelevision ircgram when you
wkv?

Well, I used to countdowin the min-
ultes until Frosty and Rudolph and
all of those great television specials
that would come on during Christmas.
But without a doubt, A Christmas Sto-
ry is not only my favorite Christmas
niovie, but oRe of my very favorite
movies., When it is ok for 24 hours on
Christmas, I generally average 3 or
4 viewings, I just find that amily so
warm, I really feel Like ik capburds
that childlike excitement that occurs
during the whole holiday season. It
didnt sugarcoat ity either. It showed
those characters as flawed and funny
and human and totally lovable.

What do you wank Sankta ko br'w\g you
this Christwas?

Continued success and challengin
and rewarding collaborations, health
for me and my family and friends
and the strength to jou.ow my path
wherever it may lead me....and ' he
has an extra iPhone & laying around,
Id take it off his hands,




LE §R%

QUESTIONS

Look at the lyrics for “Christmas-
town” below, Trace each example of
the irony behind the words that Bud-
dy is siging, since he is actually
nak an eaf ond does not belong in
Christmastown. Where does Buddy £it
i, since he also seems to be a mistit
in moderi New York Ciby?

BUDDY:

When you're born a Christmas elf, you
wake Qp every moriing feeling Like a
lucky so and”so.

Knouling there are toys to make and
trees that need adoriiing malkes you
laugh from head to misaeﬁoe.

Life is just so Christmassy it’s hard to
grow a callus,

Who could look ab givxgerbreaci and
frown?

And since I love Saint Nick and the au-
rora borealis -

It’s clear that I belong in Christmas-
towi,

I always get a special glow
when the snow comes «fsod.ting down,
so without a doubt I know
I belong in Christmastown.,

!!1:

Being Santa’s helper means that you re-
fuse to settle.

Never let your smile be just a grin.

I once swilled for six whole months and
WO a Afomoa medal.

Its wnice to have a place where I fit in. 4}

T

I always get a special glow
when the snow comes gtting down,
so without a doubt I know
I belong in Christmastown.,

Questions for Further Discussionh and Writing

ELVES:
Jing-a-Ling-a-Ling.

BUDDY:
I belong.

ELVES:
Jing-a-Ling-a-Lling.

BUDDY:
I belong in Christmastown.

ELVES:
Jing-a-Ling-a-ling.

BUDDY:
I belong.

ELVES:
He belongs in Christmastown,

BUDDY:

And I feel sad for people who have to
grow up human,

Ive never met a human,

but I cant help assumin’ they want to be
exactly Like me

and have Christmas all year through!

What are your favorite holiday mov-
les, songs] books, and/or television
roqramst What males them speciai

9 .
or ?ou? Which ones do you never
wanl to see/hear/read ever again,
and whj?

Have the holidays become too com-
wercial? How d& stores and corpora-
tions make their profits from values
of Love, feo«:e, and understanding?
How would you change this trend™if
you could?

SPECIAL NOTE TO TEACHERS:

Many of the questions and activities included in this Study Guide are based upon both the sec-
ular’and religious traditions associaked with contemporary celebrations of Christmas in Amer-
o ies ol AP e from households or Belief systems that celebrate Christmas, so
particularly since this
car’can be overwhelming when surrounded by the non-stop images of a holiday one
may ot “observe. It is also important to emphasize to Students that' other cultural traditions
thal may occur ot this time of year have their own histories and customs, and that they are not
sinmply “alkernate versions of Christmas! For example, Chanukah, Kwanzaa, Solstice, and Bodhi
Day oll exist outside of any comparative ideological context o«‘; Christmas, although similarities
may exist. Be careful, also, when including references to pop culture celebrations like Seinfeld’s
“Festivus” so that you are not inadvertently demeaning deeply held beliefs.

Etease alter your lesson plans accordingly to be as inclusive’ as possible,
ime o
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Research a r
P:a rom a hal
America. How is he

Epresen&a&uoh of San-
on/culture outside of
different from the

Santa you grew up with?

?hoose a Christmas song from the

ctass
who are best assoctate

Llowing List, Research its origins
presen& our findings to the
Are there an Ear&ucutar artists
A with the song

you chose?

©
©

20 - - - - - - - O - - - - ]
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Are

has told
to stage

impack? Are there wmoments that
eel the musical improves upon?

Carol

The Covenkr
% a Merry Little

Have Yoursel

oL
»
Christmwas S

ditions that may be u,mz ue to his/her
family, Thev\ have thaot person inter-
view You about jou.r Ou.w\ holida
mcir.?ons Share gmdm g5 witth
the class and & ‘%uss he sinitlarities
and di ‘ferewces Is there anything
that you take for granted af some-
thing™ ever‘jov\e does for the holi-

d\oujs -jou, are surprised to dis-
cover is . A Cshimeti Yol your family's
cusktoms?

Write an oriqinal sF:orR about Santa
and/or his elves, sekt contemporary
Amenca How do these magucat creas

We Need a Little Christmas ures reac& to cell Kkoues, Laptops
Silent Night/Stille Nocht d cars, and reality TV? How do
It Cold Qutside o erh Americans reatt to the in-
The Little Drunmmer Bo? habitants of the North Pole? How does
Do They Khow Ib's Christmas? this collision of culbures define your
(.@.il;\ve';&m L R story’s moral or emotional compass?
L a e L ere
I i"‘% %L%ak M”‘i"‘“&e& deers? Research a winker holiday tradition
R‘L“* OC.!« bn Ked-Nosed Kelndeer®s from outside America bk ©s mot spe-
5 (e rLLLS “"as b " cificall assocw&ed with Christmas,
Sf) m 4y Christmas What are the sgecu e rituals and his-
Theb R”LQ £ th n f:orj behind this practice (be thorough
Pole (.._ogo OTrNe ur m\/eshgakuon)? Are there an
W%\ P a"‘ E o:ze d values i &hcs celebration wi
ka Eﬁ" rgs “"“é o (chERtwaE f:he reasons ou o serve ou,r holiday
o ristmas g"‘ ! 25) U festivities? If you were dopt any
Rﬁx\ie":‘a; gx d::‘m el Th as ect of this Zelebrakion inko our ?

I Saw Three Ships
The Hallelujoh Chorus

!!Qv

staqe versions of £l

here moments in the Film thal
ou feel are impossible to stage in
e theakre? Now imagine someohe

u to f)ramsf:orm a way
g\ose moments; how woudld
ou do it? Are there mcssw\a eLemamEs
rom the film thab Lessen the story’
3ou.

(..om are the differences between
{ lm an

Research the origins of the folklore

associated wikh
Pole, ete, Where did Ef«ese s
and characters come from 2»\

H

elves, Ehe North
bols
wkj?
ow have Eh@j changed over time?

anka

ACTIVITIES
Interview ancther ersm« i your
class about the specn ic holiday tra-

n Life, what would it be and’why?

Divide into g groups and brainstorm
ways ko nerease Ehe L.kns&mas Spirit
in Gour communit o power Sawnta’s
sletgh b o& least O% Malke sure that
owr sofubkions are fr‘achcai and can
Be a\chaLLz.eci in the real world, How
you deal with social o g osc.-
gowr Lcm? Each wmem
owr up should create hx.s/her o«um
Lan, hen ou should share ideas,
discussing pros and cons of each,
Arrive a& a ok as a group (either
LV\S?LT’Q Sj V\e O 20“1’ Sr()u e vm—
ber’s idea or cienv d as an original
idea agreed u oh 2 rou cov\sew-
sus). Deleqgate orsibilik Aif-
erent as ecEs or QCELOV\ b LLaE om&s
anmoing 9& members. Share
ideas w Eke class, making ure
that each member of the g roug talkes
responsibility for presenting his/her
delegated tablkes,

would
tiown Eo
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Arkansas Curriculum Framework
Taught in Study Guide, Attending the Show and
Show Discussion

FINE ARTS

1.1.13 Acknowledge the point of view of others,

1114 Explore empathy for the character in the literature.

1.1.2% Exhibit comprehension of and sensitivity to cultural diversity
through peer response.

i20E % raPoLaEe empa&h-j for the characters in the Literature,

1.1.30 Expand appropriate terminology to develop theatre vocabulary,
2.1.7 Explain how characters are similar to and different from the s? -
dents’ owin culture.

2.1.21 Identify significant time periods in theatre history including ma-

Jjor épeo le and events,
2.1.34

emonstrate good citizenship and function as positive members of
a theabtre audience,
2.1.36 Demomnstrate Listening, observing, focusing, and concentration
skills,
2.1.51 Respond a:fproprm&etj as an audience member,
3.1.6 Express and compare personal reactions to theatrical art forms.,
3.19 Evaluate performav\ces through critical observation for the purpose
of self-improvement,
3.1.13 Understand, interpret, and evaluate theatrical performances using
basic theatre terminoloqgy,
3.1.21 Determine and demonstrate appropriate aesthetic responses to dra-
matic performances,
3.1.22 Use thinking and problem-solving strategies to explain and analyze
how technical elements contribute to the effectiveness of a production,

PRAMATIC LITERATURE:
DE.1.DL.1 Analyze the historical influences and contexts of various time
periods on plays and playwrights.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AKTS:

R.10.12.12 Evaluate stage, film, or television ad&PEaEiohs and interpreta-
tions of a drama.

R.10.12.15 Compare and cownkrast ways it which character, scene, dia-
logue, and staging contribute to the theme and the dramatic ef‘fed:.




Our Story

Founded in 1976 and enjoying ikts 39th season, Arkansas Repertory Theatre
is the state’s largest non-profit professional theatre company A wmember
of the League o r&esidenf Theatres (LORT D), The Rep has produced more
than 2%0 productions including forty world premieres on its 3%5-seat
Main-Stage and 99-seat black box Sefond Stage Llocabed in its

historic Galloway building in downtown Little Rock. The Rep relies on
season subscrip&ions, special events, foundation suppor&, corpom&e and
dividual donakions, Shakespeare in American Communities, The Shubert
Founda-tion, National Endowment for the Arts and Arkansas Arks Council
funding,

Our Mission

Arkansas Repertory Theatre exists to create a diverse bod
of theatrical work of the highest artistic standards. With a
focus on dramatic storytelling that illuminates the human
jourv\ev, The Rep entertains, engages and enriches local and
regional audiences of all ages and backgrounds.

Contact [nformation

For questions or comments concerning this production of ELf or the
Arkansas Repertory Theatre, contact our offices at (501) 37%-0445,
Additional information may also be found at www.therep.org. The Box
Office may be reached ot (801) 37%-0408,

Thanks to our Education Sponhsors

e Bank of America Foundation
¢ Central Arkansas Planning & Development District
e The Philip R. Jonsson Foundation e Rebsamen Fund
o Windgate Charitable Foundation
e Karen & Domenick Yezzi




