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about the show

cast

by Robert L. Neblett

A girl wearing pants walks into a forest with a clown. ..

No, it's not the beginning of an off-color joke or a Benny Hill sketch. It's one of the central images
of 45 You Like 11, and the punch line involves a bevy of mistaken identities, one sexually confused
shepherdess, and a lion. Hmm. Maybe it is a Benny Hill sketch after all.

In Terry Martin's Cajun-flavored reinterpretation of Shakespeare's classic romantic comedy, the
primary action of the play has been transported to a bayou in the American South of the 1950s.
Which is perhaps most fitting for this veritable gumbo of a play.

Feuding brothers straight out of King Lear, a cross-dressing heroine much like that of T welfth Night,
and a hopelessiy befuddled love triangle that rivals anything in 4 Midsummer Night's Dream are
only a few of the disparate elements that come crashing into one another within the borders of
Shakespeare's Arden.

Add a dash of cayenne and a Creole band, let simmer for a couple of hours, and you've got yourself
one spicy love potion for the stage.

But seriously, folks...

As You Like It is a favorite among audiences, and has been for hundreds of years, but what is its
lasting appeal? What is it about this mélange of romance and drama, poetry and prose, slapstick and
song, that keeps us captivated and coming back to the theatre for more?

The melancholy Jaques' "ages of man" speech?

The elegant, romantic vision of a grove of trees covered in love poems, leaves dripping with ink
poured out from a lover's heart - perhaps one of the most beautiful in all of the Bard's writings?

In the end, it is the transformational power of Arden itself.

No, it is not a magical place of enchantment and fairies, like Oberon's wood or Prospero's island,
yet it casts its seductive spell over us nonetheless. Arden possesses a strange alchemy of the heart,
which alters all who enter its borders, converting them from their baser selves into something truer,
more honest, even transcendent. Its very strangeness draws hidden aspects of our personalities out
into the open, where we must confront our sins, our idiosyncrasies, our passions.

Thus, by transplanting the play's action to the alien landscape of a mid-20th century American
bayou, Terry Martin magnifies and rarifies the need to strip away the trappings of "civilized" soci-
ety represented by Duke Frederick's court, that post-war world of sexual repression and rigid social
strictures, and find liberation in the buoyancy of a more natural environment where music reigns
supreme, poetry can grow on trees, and we are permitted to hope and dream of a better tomorrow
of our own fashioning.

There are those who resist this spiritual influence, like confirmed city slicker Touchstone, but they
too soon succumb to its pastoral siren song and find themselves bewildered by love in the most sur-
prising (and in the case of the rustic Audrey, amusing) of partners.

It is only once she arrives in Arden, ironically in the guise of a young boy who tutors Orlando in
the ways of love, that Rosalind is able to speak her mind honestly for the first time in her life, to
unleash the storm of emotions that lay hidden in her heart, to truly be herself.

Ultimately, beyond the poems and songs and tests of true love, As You Like It dares to attempt

something more far-reaching, something which transforms the very soul. It goes beyond holding
"a mirror up to nature," as Hamlet suggests, but instead uses nature itself to reflect its characters’
deepest essences in an odyssey of self-discovery.
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